
LOCAL OTTAWA ANTI-POVERTY ACTIVISTS SAY:
“POVERTY CAN BE OVERCOME – AND OUTRUN”
Sept. 15, 2010 – FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

OTTAWA – As Canada prepares for a UN Summit in September that will determine the fate of the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs), a diverse group of Ottawa-based community organizers aim to energize Ottawa residents about the role they can play in seeing the MDGs achieved.  They want to send a clear message of support to government leaders that Canadians care about poverty.  
WHAT: OutRun Poverty is a 5K advocacy run/walk, followed by dynamic speakers, refreshments and family-friendly activities

WHERE: Anniversary Park, Carleton University. OutRunners will follow the Colonel By path to Mooney’s Bay, and then circle back to Anniversary Park.

WHEN: Saturday Sept. 18, 2010. 9.00 a.m. – 2.00 p.m.

WHY: To energize Ottawa residents about the power of community to end poverty; to raise awareness around the Millennium Development Goals; to help build bridges across different sectors and communities; to send a clear message to government leaders that Canadians care about poverty.

Run organizers believe that for the Canadian government to show leadership in the eradication of poverty, they need to hear from Canadians that poverty is an important issue. “Running in Saturday’s event shows that citizens care and are willing to take action.” said Kristie Kelly, Public Engagement Manager with international volunteer-sending organization CUSO-VSO 
“We are delighted to be a part of OutRun Poverty, and to see communities of different faiths and philosophies come together to advocate for the MDGs”, said Faiths Act Ottawa member Kiersten Jensen. “So many faiths have as one of their core tenets to care for the poor.   Now many faith communities are seeing the strength that comes from working together on the structural causes of poverty.  It is empowering to see diverse faith communities coming together to lend their voices to these critical discussions around Canadian priorities.”

Outrun Poverty is one of thousands of global “Stand Up” events taking place over the September 17-19 weekend. The global weekend of action, supported by the UN Millennium Campaign, will see millions of people pledge to hold their governments accountable to their commitments to the poor. 
For more information contact:

Robyn Bright, OutRun Coordinator (Micah Challenge)               (613) 233-9868 x 322 / 613 795-9301   robynbright@micahchallenge.ca
Jennifer de Vries, OutRun Coordinator (Make Poverty History)     (613) 740-1500     jennifer@makepovertyhistory.ca
NOTE TO EDITORS

OutRun Poverty Organizers include Micah Challenge Canada, Make Poverty History, CUSO-VSO , the Canadian Federation of Students (CFS), and the Public Service Alliance of Canada (PSAC).
OUTRUN POVERTY EVENT SCHEDULE:

9:00 – Welcome remarks from Event Organizers/Micah Challenge National Coordinator Robyn Bright, Make Poverty History National Coordinator Dennis Howlett, Public Service Alliance of Canada Social Justice Fund Advisor Janet St. Jean

9:10 – Stand Up moment: Participants to read the UN Millennium Campaign Stand Up pledge. 

Note: the stand up pledge will be read by millions of anti-poverty advocates around the world during the Stand Up, Take Action weekend (September 17-19). The pledge is a commitment to keep governments accountable to their MDG commitments.
9:25 – Comments and race start by Ward 17 Capital Councilor Clive Doucet.

9:30 – Race start. 

9:45 – Poverty education area opens and activities begin.

10:30 – Speeches by CUSO-VSO Executive Director Derek Evans, All Nations Church Lead Pastor Steve Wilkins, and National Deputy Chairperson of the Canadian Federation of Students Shelley Melanson
10:50 – Remarks by Ottawa Centre MP and NDP Foreign Affairs Critic Paul Dewar 

11:15 – Spirit awards

